CHAPTER XI
DEVIL-DANCING
A DEVIL-DANCER is an animist. He inherits his
religion with his dark complexion from a remote
ancestry, pre-Aryan and of doubtful origin. He
believes in spirits inhabiting trees, stones, etc.
These mysterious powers are supposed to control
certain spheres of influence that affect the fortunes
of men. Being evil spirits and malignant in their
disposition, they naturally delight in afflicting
human beings with misfortunes. Therefore they
have to be propitiated. The animist does not
deny the existence of Brahma, the impersonal
and unknowable god; but, as has already been
said, he sees no necessity to worship so remote
and unapproachable a deity.
The materialisation of spirits is a very ancient
belief. It lingers in every religion, not excepting
Christianity. The general idea running through
it in all ages is that without the aid of a material
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